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With around two thousand Christian
denominations vying for your attention, it's
easy to miss the important issues of life and

religion. It's our hope that through New Horizons
our readers will come to understand the true
meaning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Gospel was proclaimed by Jesus and by His
apostles in the clearest of terms - and recorded for
us in the Scriptures. Over the centuries that truth
has been buried, dug up, buried again. Our desire
is to restore the simple apostolic message. We hope

you will be excited by what the Scriptures reveal

about life, and the horizons beyond

Who We Are

The Churches of God Outreach Ministries is an international
association of independent local assemblies - Christians who
meet together for worship, instruction in the faith and
fellowship. Each assembly is self-governing according to
Bible principles, but co-operates through our Conference
with other like-minded assemblies to work towards agreed
evangelistic goals

These goals are within the framework of the commission set
for his church by Jesus: "...going, therefore, disciple all
nations, baptising them...and teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20). He further
commanded that we "...Shepherd...[and] feed my sheep".

To these ends we publish Bible-based literature - eg our
bi-monthly e-mail Newsletter OUTREACH, the NEW
HORIZONS magazine, the BIBLE BASICS on-line home
study course, and the 32-lesson Study Course. The Outreach
Ministries also supports a network of independent
fellowships and scattered brethren

We cordially invite all independent fellowships of whatever
size - and individuals - to associate with us in this worldwide
ministry. Our Statement of Beliefs and a Publications
Catalogue is available from any of our addresses or from our
web site www.cgom.org. We are pleased to offer you,
without charge, any of our publications

New Horizons is published by the
Churches of God Outreach Ministries,
an association of independent
churches, to make known the good
news of the soon-coming
Kingdom of God

It is distributed free on request, being a co-
operative voluntary effort financed by the
members and friends of the Churches of
God. We also welcome the financial sup-
port of all who benefit from our publica-
tions and who wish to labour with us.

If you would like a copy of our Statement of
Beliefs please request it from any of
the addresses listed

Churches of God Outreach Ministries

P O Box 54621

Tulsa, OK 74155-0621

USA
e-mail: information@cgom.org

1-800-611-8080

Editor: James McBride

e-mail: coguk@aol.com

England:

The Churches of God, UK
PO Box 2525

LINCOLN LNS5 7PF
Regd Charity No 283358
e-mail: coguk@aol.com

United Kingdom

Canada:

The Churches of God Outreach Ministries
PO Box 476 Don Mills Station
Don Mills Ontario M3C 2T4
www.canadianchurchofgod.com

Canada

or from:

Tulsa, OK 2013

New Horizons is distributed without charge, and is financed by the gifts of associates and friends
of the Churches of God Outreach Ministries. Readers are invited to obtain a free subscription by
writing to any of the addresses listed. You are under no obligations, and no-one will call uninvited










Rock Island ...conta

Presumably, the engineer was a
very young and inexperienced lad
who had taken a curve too fast try-
ing to make up thirty seconds he
was behind schedule.

My dad (who worked on the
railroad,) said: “There are too
many chiefs and not enough In-
dians”. Perhaps we can also ob-
serve that there are too many
who wish to be engineers with-
out knowing the throttle from
the brake, or the function of
each member of the crew.

Could that be an accurate anal-
ogy of what has happened, and
can again happen, in the church
of God ? Q

Seventh Day ...contd
And worship Him who made the
heaven and the earth, and the sea,

and the fountains of waters’
Revelation 14:7).

Worship—when would they hon-
our Him who made the heavens
and the earth? The Sabbath alone
fits the bill! The God-appointed
memorial of creation was still
extant at the end of the first cen-
tury! Over the centuries there
have been at least a remnant of
believers who have continued to
observe it.

Today, despite opposition from
the established main line
churches, there are around twenty
million believers who observe the
seventh-day Sabbath. They have
‘searched the Scriptures’ and con-
cluded that the God-appointed
day of worship—for Christians—
is indeed the seventh day of the
week, Saturday. Q

Clewz Llorizons

Jesus Is God ...cont'd from p.2
light of the Scriptures, to be re-
assessed. It is a notion firmly
rooted in tradition and not—in its
accepted sense—in the Scriptures.

Only following the restoration of
planet Earth after the millennial
reign of the King of kings, after
Satan has been removed from his
destructive influence, will the Fa-
ther become known—be seen and
heard by His spirit-born Family in a
new heaven and a new earth: “.../
heard a great voice out of Heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they will be His
people, and God Himself will be
with them and be their

God’ (Revelation 21:3).

Jesus is God, our Creator! Q0

CALLING ALL
INTERNET USERS!

The Outreach Ministries website
lists over a hundred Bible-based
articles which ad dress issues fre-
quently on the minds of Christians.
You may download any, or request
print copies. There is, too, a section
of on-line audio sermons, links to
associated groups, back issues of
New Horizons and an on-line maga-
zine for our younger readers.
Be sure to take a look at

WWW.CZOm.org

Thank you, readers...

We have appreciated your generous sup-
port for New Horizons over the past one
hundred issues, since our first rather
pathetic issue back in1996!

As a non-profit organization we are
dependant on our readers to finance the
publication, and also the many articles
and booklets we mail to you—which we
gladly supply without charge as funds
permit.

These are difficult times financially for
our readers, so we are especially appre-
ciative of your continued support to en-
able continued publication.

Your comments are always welcome.

N ativity...contd from p.4

His people. But like ancient King
Jeroboam (I Kings 12:32), Chris-
tians have shifted the observance to
an inappropriate time of year.

The Festival of Tabernacles, how-
ever, celebrates what Christians
daily pray for - the fulfilment of the
Kingdom of God on earth. A time
of "peace on earth among men in
whom he is well pleased".

It was the beautiful song of the
heavenly angelic host who an-
nounced the birth of the Saviour
(Luke 2:14) on that quiet early au-
tumn night in ancient Judaea!

Hear the prophet Isaiah:

1t shall come to pass in the latter
days that the mountain of the House
of the LORD shall be established as
the highest of the mountains... For
out of Zion shall go forth the law
and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. He shall judge between
the nations and shall decide for
many peoples; and they shall beat
their swords into ploughshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more  Isaiah: 2:1-6

That longed-for era is coming!

Let's not "learn the way of the hea-
then..." (Jeremiah 10:2) by keeping
"the [feast] days of Baal". Let’s
keep the Feast (of Tabernacles) in
celebration of that momentous
event - the nativity of mankind's
one and only Saviour, Jesus of Naz-
areth the express image of God our

Father. Q
Autunan Festivals 2013
Trumpets September 5

Atonement September 14
Tabernacles September 19-25
Eighth Day September 26




MiniStudy
Religion: myth and reality

"..in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men' (Mark 7:7)

There are two world-views: one assumes there's no God, the other that there is a God. For the former, all religion is
a figment of human imagination, our attempt to explain life. For the believers - again two camps. For some, man
has evolved ways and means to contact and please God. Others recognize that God has determined how He should
be approached, and all deviations from that original faith are human distortion. How, then, did 'religion' begin?

¢ Uniquely among the major faiths, at the heart of Christianity is the claim to represent the one and only way to
God the Father. Said Jesus: '...no-one comes to the Father but through me' (John 14:6). And Peter: '...Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved' (Acts 4:12). Exclusive! Jesus, Christians claim, is the sole channel that leads to God. The superficial
Christian observer, however, may focus on the glaring similarities between his belief system and that of other
faith systems - Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Islam, Mithraism. The circumstances and sayings of the god (or
gods) are often seen to parallel the life and teachings of Jesus

e Perhaps Judaism and Islam are readily explicable, since both have roots in the Bible. Judaism, for all its addi-
tions to the Old Testament text through oral tradition better reflects the original true faith. Islam, because of its
'moon-god' antecedents, includes elements foreign to the Scriptures though recognizing Jesus as a 'prophet' and
even as a Messiah. But what of the other major faiths? Kersey Graves (d.1883), for example, details many simi-
larities between Krishna and Jesus - though researchers have discarded many of them

e From the perspective of the Christian Scriptures, the Father through the Word created the material universe,
setting man as the pinnacle of His creation. Our first parents initially had face-to-face contact with the Creator,
YHVH, carrying out their appointed function and worshipping Him through lives dedicated to Him. He taught
them the way of life - later incorporated in Israel's legal system - which perfectly reflected their physical, mental
and spiritual nature. That intimate contact ended because of their sin, but JHVH provided a way to maintain
contact - the beginning of true 'religion'. It was maintained through the millennia by individuals such as Abra-
ham and the prophets in face of worldwide apostasy (Genesis 26:5)

e Mankind retained knowledge of the Creation event and its sequence. But the reality became distorted, the re-
vealed way of life was abandoned and man descended - into ignorance. We should know better, for: '... the in-
visible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are
made, even his everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without excuse' (v.20).

e Literary history spans some six thousand years and the Old Testament includes some of the earliest written his-
torical records (eg Genesis 5:1) and 'wisdom literature' (eg incorporated in Proverbs). These records and sage
sayings were also incorporated into emerging religions such as Buddhism and Hinduism. And, of course form
the backdrop to the teachings of Jesus

e As the years rolled by '...they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
[what was created] rather than the Creator' (Romans 12:25). Bizarre religious practices were conceived, prac-
tices based on the primitive revealed truths. Modern Christianity has itself - contrary to Scripture - absorbed
much of this distorted version of the divine revelation, especially from Mithraism from which, as an example,
were taken Sunday worship, 'communion’, Christmas, sun symbolism

e The true account of creation (Genesis 1:1) became wrapped in weird myth. The promise of a Deliverer (Genesis 3:15) was
relayed through generations of confused ignorance. Powerful rulers arose (Genesis 10:8 ff), were deified and were wor-
shipped by their cowed subjects. Divine ordinances (eg animal sacrifice - ch 3:21) were debased (eg human sacrifice). They
"..changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed
beasts, and creeping things' (Romans 1:23)

e The modern supermarket of religions was formed from the original material but woven into sometimes barely recognizable
patterns. It's time we returned to the original faith as magnified by Jesus and his apostles Q



Are you unable to attend Sabbath services in your area?
their regular Sabbath services!

Tulsa Church of God, Tulsa, OK — 1:00 p.m. CT
www.tulsachurchofgod.net

Sabbath Day Church of God, Hot Springs, AR — 1:00 p.m. CT
www.sdcog.org

The above also offer online access to past sermon presentations
as do the following CGOM Associates.

Believers in Christ Church of God, CA — www.biccog.org
Church of God New Mexico — www.cognm.org
Church of God, San Antonio, TX — www.churchofgodsa.com

The following CGOM Associate Churches offer live streaming of Bible Basics

The Churches of God Outreach
Ministries publish an internet
Bible home study course

If you would like to study with
us check it out at
WWW.CZom.org

The introductory lesson gives
some hints about how to

study the Bible

We are pleased to reply to any ques-
tions arising from any of our publica-
tions. However, we are not yet in a
position to 'grade’ your responses

request—no charge

Why Observer Sunday?
The World of Tomorrow

Understanding the Trinity

New Horizons may be viewed or
downloaded from our web-site
WWW.CZ0Mm.org

e-mail: coguk@aol.com
information@cgom.org

you are invited to look at our website for numerous articles free to read or download

WWW.CZ0m.org

all are also available from any of the addresses listed inside

Don’t miss out on a single issue of the New Horizons magazine!
When you move don’t forget to send us your new mailing address.

Please send your change of address to: or e-mail your change to:

Churches of God Outreach Ministries information@cgom.org

P.O. Box 54621 in Europe:

Tulsa, OK 74155-0621 coguk@aol.com
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